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1950s growing influence of television : In the early 1950s, the proliferation of black-and- 
white television started seriously depressing North American theater attendance.citation 
needed In an attempt to lure audiences back into theaters, bigger screens were installed, 
widescreen processes, polarized 3D projection, and stereophonic sound were introduced, 
and more films were made in color, which soon became the rule rather than the exception. 
Some important mainstream Hollywood films were still being made in black-and-white as 
late as the mid-1960s, but they marked the end of an era. Color television receivers had 
been available in the US since the mid-1950s, but at first, they were very expensive and few 
broadcasts were in color. During the 1960s, prices gradually came down, color broadcasts 
became common, and sales boomed. The overwhelming public verdict in favor of color was 
clear. After the final flurry of black-and-white films had been released in mid-decade, all 
Hollywood studio productions were filmed in color, with the usual exceptions made only at 
the insistence of star filmmakers such as Peter Bogdanovich and Martin Scorsese.citation 
needed 


Since the introduction of digital video DV technology, the means of production have become 
more democratized. Filmmakers can conceivably shoot a film with a digital video camera 
and edit the film, create and edit the sound and music, and mix the final cut on a high-end 
home computer. However, while the means of production may be democratized, financing, 
distribution, and marketing remain difficult to accomplish outside the traditional system. 
Most independent filmmakers rely on film festivals to get their films noticed and sold for 
distribution. The arrival of internet-based video websites such as YouTube and Veoh has 
further changed the filmmaking landscape, enabling indie filmmakers to make their films 
available to the public. 


Other major films have postponed releases in certain countries. The Pixar film Onward, 
released on the opening March weekend, was not opened in the areas most affected by the 
coronavirus outbreak while cinemas were closed in China, it also chose not to open in South 
Korea, Italy or Japan.90 Other March 2020 releases A Quiet Place Part II and Mulan 
postponed their releases in affected areas, too. This prompted worry that, should March film 
openings underperform, blockbusters set for release in May specifically DisneyMarvels 
Black Widow and Universals F9 would move their dates later in the calendar.187 Mulan not 
opening in China, where it aimed to make most of its money, was particularly concerning,91 
especially with the possibility that pirate copies will appear and prevent Chinese moviegoers 
from going to see it in cinemas when it is released.9 Comparatively, A Quiet Place Part II 
had not anticipated a large Chinese draw, as the box office for the first film in the country 
was only 10% of its total.7 
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